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The 2016 – 2017 year has been seen an amazing group of people pulling Eventing Southland 

into a new era of development and growth.  

As a team we have hosted 6 Horse Trial Events including our first FEI event for a very long 

time, well supported training days/ nights and a show cross.  

As a team we have developed both our main event venues with new fences constructed for 

Donovan and major new developments at Ryal Bush with new complexes and more mobile 

fences which have begun to build on our initial course. Plus creating a facility that can 

accommodate 100 horses overnight in our yards at the Ryal Bush Eventing Centre.  

Teamwork is the key to creating quality events which will see our venues continue to attract 

eventing riders from throughout the South Island and grow our sport in Southland. 

Our team includes all the riders and supporters who come to our events, volunteers at 

working bees, those that attend and contribute to our fundraisers and do the 100 little tasks 

that keep Eventing Southland running all year.  Without you all we would be screwed!! 

Our team have increased participation at a local level by giving new and returning riders 

opportunities to practice and train over our courses, hosting clinics run by Donna Smith and 

Jock Paget, and then a very successful Eventing Camp after our last event. Nice Work Team.  

I look forward to working with this team again for the 2017-2018 season and I am keen to 

encourage many more of our riders to be a part of this team.  

Some of the initiatives the team has introduced this year look set to become annual events 

with the senior riding team keen to repeat and promote the Eventers Camp, host another 

FEI Event, continue to hold 2*+  and Beginner classes, Newsletters and encourage riders to 

take advantage of our venues for practicing and training with some top NZ and local 

coaches. 

It is great to see Southland Pony Club riders from many of the Branches coming out to train 

with their coaches for a rally and then put this practice into action at our events. Also 

fantastic to see our adult riders gaining the skills and confidence to challenge themselves 

and going up through the grades. 

Congratulations to Eventing Southland Riders who have excelled both within Southland and 

at South Island and National level. Anna Poole won the CIC 1* South Island Champs and 

Corey Wood won the inaugural South Island FEI Series. Our committee members Lauren 

Tippett who won the Southland 1* Champs, Jade McRae who won the Elite Rider 

Accumulator, Penny Frew who won the Amateur Rider Accumulator and Central Southland 

Pony Club rider Georgia Watt-Wright who won the Beginner 65cm Accumulator. We look 

forward to more successes next season. 

A BIG BIG BIG THANKYOU goes out to Laura Carruthers who has excelled as our Event 

and Minutes secretary. It has been a pleasure working with you this season and I will miss 

you in the caravan and all your calm approach to the minor and not so minor crisis that 

come up in the lead up to and during our events. I hope you enjoy your season just being 

one of our riders without the stress of racing back to the caravan between stints on your 

horse.  



Also a huge thanks to Hanna who is not only moving out of our committee but out of 

Southland. Hanna you have been such a hard working committee member being our 

president for 2 years and our treasurer, grants and sponsorship person for the past season. 

Thankyou for working your magic with all those grant applications and securing lots funds to 

put towards our projects.  

Thanks too to our landowners who have put up with us this season. Invercargill City Council 

Parks and the Scott Family for Donovan and of course Kakatea Holdings directors the 

Carmichaels and the Frews, you have been awesome.  

For the 2017-2018 season I would like to explore ideas on involving more riders in our team 

to help out in many ways and for our committee to look at ways to continue to provide 

quality events without the burn out to the small number of people that contribute hugely to 

our sport to provide this excellent competitive environment that is Eventing Southland. 

 

Thanks TEAM for everything you have done to help me and to help our sport to grow.  

Bring on next season!!!! 

 

Gail Poole 

President 2017 

 


