
I would like to start out my report by thanking everyone in Eventing Southland for their help throughout 
the season, particularly as it has been a rather hectic one for me with baby Ella arriving a little earlier 
than I had planned as well as it being my first season as president and still having a few ropes to learn. 

This last season has had its ups and downs. We started off well with our training event which we held at 
the Equestrian Centre as well as hosting a training day with Donna Smith. We received good feedback 
from both of these which was a great way to begin the season. 

Unfortunately the weather gods did not favour us from then till our November event with the organizing 
committee having to make the tough decision to cancel the event due to potentially dangerous ground 
conditions caused by large amounts of rain, however we weren’t the only ones to face this problem so 
there was understanding around the area for this decision. 

Next on our calendar we had the tough task of completing our final event over the Stewarts property at 
Aparima. After 25 years at this outstanding venue it was time to say goodbye but I believe we indeed 
sent the event off in the style it deserved. A luncheon was very well attended by those past and present 
who have been involved with the venue and the Stewarts over this time and a special presentation was 
made to the family to acknowledge their commitment to both the sport and Eventing Southland. Again I 
would like to thank the family for allowing us access to such a great property. I definitely feel privileged 
to have ridden across the course and am sure all those others who have also done so feel the same. 
Volunteers like the Stewart family are the backbone behind the success of our sport. A big thanks to all 
those who helped in running and organizing this event and helping to ensure its success, the list is too 
long to name you all! 

The competition itself was well attended with good entries across the grades and a good turnout 
especially in the higher grades which was great to see. Another Donna Smith clinic as well as a clinic 
from Clarke Johnstone were also run in the lead up to Aparima and I would like to thank Bernie 
Hewitson, Janelle Gibson and Laura Carruthers in particular with their help in the running and set up of 
these clinics. 

Our final event for the season was held at Donovan Park at the end of March and this time at least we 
had favorable weather conditions. We again received reasonable entries from around the lower South 
Island and there was a good competition. 

Looking ahead to next season there are some exciting developments ahead of us with the establishment 
of a new venue to work towards, special thanks to Sharon McHugh and Gail Poole for heading this. 
There is a definite feeling of an organisation working towards a goal of keeping our sport alive and well 
in the south which is great to be a part of. 

Especially I would like to thank the rest of the committee and their supporters for their help and input 
through the season. In particular Laura has done a great job in her new role as secretary which can 
definitely be trying at times and I am very grateful to have had her help as I am sure the rest of you are. 

So let’s all keep our fingers crossed for some good weather for next season and may the positivity 
continue! 

Thanks 

Hanna Stalker 

President 


